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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Since the State of the Parish Address a few 

weeks ago, some of our parishioners have 
been curious about the theme of our 2023 

Greece & Greek Isle Pilgrimage: “In the 
Footsteps of St. Paul” and wondering the 
connection between the pilgrimage and the 

missionary journey of St. Paul, the Great 
Apostle of the Gentiles.  Already in the flier 

advertising the pilgrimage there are detailed 
pieces of information on our day-to-day 
itinerary for the eleven-day pilgrimage 

(please check out the flier), this newsletter 
will focus mainly on the cities and sites to be 

visited during the pilgrimage and the 
importance of these cities and sites in the 
overall missionary of St. Paul. 

Our first city of arrival in Greece is 
Thessaloniki, where in the winter of 49-50 

AD St. Paul preached and wrote two letters to 
the Thessalonians (1st & 2nd Thessalonians) 

urging Christians to “live blamelessly” and 
refrain from living idly in anticipation of the 
second coming of Christ (2 Thess. 3:10-13). 

From Thessaloniki, we will visit Philippi – the 
city where St. Paul delivered his first sermon 

and established the first Church in Europe 
(c.f. Acts 16:12-18).  Also, it is in Philippi 
that St. Paul (a) baptized a woman named 

Lydia, the first convert to Christianity in 
Europe; (b) cast out an evil spirit from a 

fortune-telling woman (in the Roman Forum) 
and (c) he and Silas were thrown into prison 
(now in ruins) by the owners of the fortune-

tellers.  From Philippi, we will proceed to 
Kavala - Christoupolis City (the City of Christ 

because it was the first European city to 
accept Christianity) and the port city where 
Saints Paul, Silas, Luke, and Timothy stopped 

on their way to Europe.  
From Kavala we will proceed to the 

City of Kalambaka for dinner and overnight.  

 

From Kalambaka we will visit Delphi – home 
to the museum with the inscription that 
mentions the Roman Proconsul Gallio, whose 

reference provides an important insight into 
understanding the chronology of the life of 

St. Paul as it relates to his trial in Achaea as 
mentioned in Acts 18:12-17. From Delphi we 

will proceed to Athens – to visit and see 
among other things such as: (a) the 
Acropolis - the ruins of the 

Parthenon,Erectheum, and Propylae: (b) 
ascend Mars Hill where St. Paul spoke to the 

Athenians about the one and only God (Acts 
17:22); and (c) view the ancient Agora (the 
former public center of Athenian life), (d) 

the House of Parliament on Syntagma 
Square, (e) the University of Athens (the 

oldest higher education institute in Greece 
as well as, the National Library of Greece 
that holds 4,500 Greek manuscripts).  We 

will also visit Panathenaic Stadium (the 
beautifully marbled multi-purpose stadium 

which is home to the Olympian Zeus, and 
the site of the first modern era Olympics 
(1896).  From Athens, we will proceed to 

Corinth, where St. Paul lived for two years; 
felt great grief over what the Corinthian 

Church had become and wrote four letters 
on the theme of Love.  In Corinth, we will 
have the opportunity to view the remains of 

the first century shops, the site of St. Paul's 
trial by Gallio, the Fountain of Peirene, and 

the Temple of Apollo. 
Following the visit to Corinth, we will 

return to Athens to begin the 3-day Cruise 

to the Greek Islands of (a) Mykonos, (b) 
Kusadasi, (c) Patmos, (d) Heraklion and (e) 

Santorini. Mykonos is the most 
cosmopolitan island that attracts visitors 

from all over the world.  In the City of Hora 
(Mykonos's capital) there will be a walking 
tour to see the city’s narrow cobbled streets, 

chic boutiques, elegant nightclubs, white  
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washed houses, and to Alefkandra (known as 

the "Venice of Mykonos" because the homes 
were built on the sea with wooden balconies as 

homes for wealthy merchants and captains). 
Kusadasi is a lively Turkish port. Some 

of the sites to be visited in Kusadasi include 

(a) the small stone chapel in the village of Mt. 
Koressos situated upon the site, where the 

Blessed Mother spent her last days; (b)some of 
the most magnificent excavations/sites in the 
world such as the Odeon (concert hall), the 

Fountain of Trajan, the steam-heated Baths of 
Scolastika, the Temple of Hadrian and the 

Latrians, the Library of Celsus, the Great 
Theatre (which had a seating capacity of 

25,000 people and the site where Saint Paul 
preached), and the exact route that Mark 
Anthony and Cleopatra once rode in procession 

via the Arcadian Way; (c) the Basilica of Saint 
John built by Emperor Justinian in the 6th 

century over the grave of the evangelist, John. 
In Patmos, there will be an opportunity for 
Optional Shore Excursion (for an additional 

fee) to visit the Monastery of Saint John the 
Theologian (built nine-hundred years ago) to 

see among other things, the Grotto of the 
Apocalypse, where the Book of Revelations 
was written, the silver niches in the wall mark, 

the pillow and ledge that were used as a desk 
by the author of the Book, and the three-fold 

crack made by the voice of God who 
emphasized the importance of honoring the 
Holy Trinity.   

In Heraklion (the largest city on the 
Island of Crete) we will visit the ancient ruins 

of the Palace of Knossos (discovered in 1899) 
which is believed to have been the mythical 
Labyrinth of King Mino and the seat of ancient 

Minoan culture and the site where St. Paul met 
the owner and captain of the ship who warned 

him about continuing his journey to spread 
Christianity in Rome. In the idyllic Island of 
Santorini (the most breathtaking island of all 

of the Greek Islands) we will visit the iconic 
white-washed houses, narrow streets, 

 

open-air cafes, and glittering boutiques that 

cling to steep cliffs. From Santorini we 
return to Athens for return flight(s) back to 

the USA. 
 

Remain blessed. ~~ Fr. Alfred Obiudu 
 

New Parishioners 
 

St. Leo’s is delighted to have the Madrid 
family (Sergio, Suzanne, Alexis, Alyssa and 

Ian) join the parish.  Welcome to our new 
parish family. 
 

Try OUR Fish & Chips 
 

The English have nothing over the Fish 
dinners being served on the first Friday of 

the month.  The first one, September 2nd 
brought in $1500.  Make sure to come out 
November 4th for our next fry and catch 

one on December 2nd to close the year out.  
Every little bit helps to reduce St Leo’s debt! 
 

packing a ‘box of Joy’ 
 

Our recent project for Catholic ministries 

had boxes going out the door to pack 
goodies for children in the ministries’ 
countries. The boxes need returned before 

the end of October so they can be shipped 
to the distribution center.  Don’t forget to 

add the $9 requested for shipping.  Thank 
you for your generosity!  A final total of 
returned boxes will be reported at a later 

date. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Fish Fry – November 4 & December 2 
Fall Craft Fair – October 29 & 30  

Special Sunday Bingo – November 20 
*Veteran’s Breakfast – November 13 
 

*Breakfast will be served immediately 

following the 9am mass.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
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Bingo Fundraiser 
 

There will be a fundraiser Bingo for the 

replacement of our roof on November 20th.  
Tickets are $30.  Doors open at noon and 
bingo starts at 2pm.  Regular games will pay 

$75, Specials $100, and Jackpot $500.  There 
will be a Lunch Special along with the regular 

bingo menu to eat in OR carry out.  Father 
Alfred is asking each parishioner to attend and 
also sell 2 tickets.  Tickets will be on sale after 

mass for this special event. 
 

Boy scouts on the move 
 

BSA Troop 23 conducted several events in 
recent months, including a three-day, two-

night 27 miles hike trip, the Car Show at St 
Leos, a Court of Honor, roadway cleanup, 
event support, and currently plan two more 

outings this month.  The Scouts continue to 
work on advancement and skills.  Six of the 

eligible Scouts were voted into and completed 
the initial training for the Order of the Arrow, 
the National Honor Society of Scouting. 

Cub Scout Pack 23 recently completed a 
Fitness Boot Camp and game night.  Regular 

meetings are being held weekly in the 
education wing for the Troop (ages 11-18) and 
the Pack (K-5th grade) on Wednesday 

evenings, starting at 6:30pm.  The goal of 
Scouting is to help youth make ethical 

decisions and grow in a structured and outdoor 
setting.  Focus includes youth leadership 
development, citizenship, and skill building. 

Scouting is outing! 
We are always in need of adult 

volunteers to help provide these youth with a 
positive example.  We are in need of a female 
adult to work with the youth female Scouts at 

the Pack/Den level.  A husband-and-wife team 
would be welcome for this role. Please contact 

Mr. John Phillips at jrpsps@yahoo.com if you 
are willing to help. 

 

Annual Car Show 2022 
 

The morning of the 2nd Annual Car Show 

started out with a blanket of fog over St 
Leo’s grounds, but that did not deter car 
enthusiasts from coming out.  St Leo’s had 

144 cars/trucks and 2 motorcycles, making 
this a very successful fundraiser raising over 

$7K.  Thanks to ALL of the parishioners that 
supported our gift card request.  It helped to 
make our Chinese Auction the ‘talk of the 

town’.  The Chinese Auction brought in over 
$1400.  Carla Hopkins and her kitchen team 

were on fire with their Pancake Breakfast 
and Pork BBQ special, bringing in over 
$2300.  Please support the businesses that 

provided contributions for this event.  A list 
of community participants is on display in 

the Narthex.  
 

Pastoral Council Update 
 

The Pastoral Council continues to work with 
Father Alfred on ideas for the parish, such as 
the return of the 11:30 mass on a trial basis 

for October 2, November 6, and 
December 4.  Discussion is also underway 

for promoting a quarterly Sunday Bingo.  
 

Ho, ho, ho! Tis the season! 
 

When you start your Christmas shopping 
remember to pick up some gift cards!  There 
are many to choose from to use as gifts OR 

to purchase gifts for those on your list.  
Orders for the gift cards are usually placed 

at the beginning of the month, so don’t 
delay in ordering the ones you need. 
 

Newsletter Team 
 

Got some scoop?  The editors of Joyful 
Noise are Sheri Lincecum and Karen 

Bageant.  Email us at 
joyfulnoise@stleo.com. 

 


